
Return to In-Person Learning 

The Cloquet Public Schools will begin returning students to in-person learning using the plan 

outlined later in this message. It’s important to note, the Minnesota Department of Health and 

Minnesota Department of Education have put increased requirements in place for schools who are 

returning students to in-person learning. There are a number of new requirements and 

recommendations being made. The most notable added precaution is voluntary COVID testing of 

staff every two weeks. The school district must provide a testing program for any staff who wishes to 

test on a two week cycle. This testing is a precautionary measure to help minimize any potential 

COVID cases with our buildings. Another one of the requirements is we are not allowed to return all 

grade levels to in person instruction at the same time. Our requirements from the state of Minnesota 

only allow for the return of a maximum of three grade levels per building over each two week period. 

This phase in approach is required by the state in order to minimize any potential spread of COVID 

in our community as students return to school. It’s important to note that we have seen very little 

evidence of COVID spread within our school system when students were attending in person earlier 

in the year. This has remained consistent for schools in our area, even for districts who remained in-

person while county case rates were high. We are also seeing continual decline in COVID county 

case rates and rates are approaching the levels prior to the shift to distance learning. The plan which 

follows has been reviewed with staff from the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) to ensure it 

meets the expectations set by MDH to protect the health of our community. 

 

Plan 

There will be no school for grades K-8 on January 21st and 22nd  and no school for grades 9-12 on 

January 26th and 27th to allow staff to plan for the changes in learning model. Tier 1 childcare and 

meal pick up (on site and at bus stops) will still be in operation on the 21st and 22nd. Also, please 

note we do not have school on January 18th or 25th. These are staff development days that were a 

part of the typical school calendar. 

 

On January 26th, the Cloquet Public Schools will return grades K-2 and grades 5-6 to full in-person 

instruction. Students in grades 3 and 4 will continue with distance learning until they return to in-

person instruction on February 8th. Students in grades 7 and 8 will return to hybrid instruction on the 

26th. Students in grade 9 and grade 12 will return to hybrid instruction on January 28th. Students in 

grades 10 and 11 will continue with distance learning until they return to hybrid learning on February 

8th. Hybrid schedules will be shared in the near future. Students attending CAAEP will return to in-



person instruction beginning January 28th. While we understand this may appear to be a random mix 

of grade levels returning to in-person instruction, you can read the reasoning for this grade 

configuration in the Rationale section below. For families with students in grades 3 and 4, the tier 1 

emergency childcare will continue at Zion Lutheran Church for those who qualify. For food service 

changes throughout the transition period, please see the food service section below. 

 

On February 8th, we will shift to grades K-8 full in-person and grades 9-12 in hybrid. Emergency 

childcare will stop at this time. 

 

Please note that this plan is reliant upon our ability to keep our buildings properly staffed. This past 

fall our biggest challenge regarding the safe operation of our schools was the ability to staff our 

buildings appropriately. Schools across the region were having difficulty keeping buildings staffed 

due to the quarantine requirements in place and limited numbers of substitutes available. We 

anticipate this will remain an issue as we continue through the pandemic and it could lead to 

individual classroom closures or building closures. We are always looking for individuals willing to 

substitute in our schools. If you have a four year college degree, you can qualify to become a 

substitute teacher. The degree does not need to be in an education related field to qualify. We urge 

anyone who meets these requirements and is interested in helping the district to call the district 

office at 879-6721 to learn more about the option of becoming a substitute teacher. 

 

Rationale 

Under the Minnesota Safe Learning Plan, we are able to return elementary students (grades K-6) to 

in-person instruction with no more than three grade levels being phased into the building over each 

two week period. We aimed to bring back as many grade levels as we were able in each building. 

This resulted in bringing back the maximum of three grade levels into Churchill and Washington. 

Since our littlest learners tend to need the most in-person support, we prioritized our youngest grade 

levels for return. This left grade levels 5 and 6 able to return to the middle school under the 

requirements for elementary aged students under the safe learning plan. While students in grades 5 

and 6 attend the middle school, the state has allowed us to consider them elementary students for 

the purposes of the safe learning plan. 

 

For grades 7-12, the same three grade level phased approach applies. We were also required to 

consult with the regional support team from the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) regarding 



regional COVID case rates and our preparedness measures before being allowed to return 7th-

12th grade students to school. During this consultation, we were given special permission to return 

grades 5-6 and 7-8 to the building at the same time due to the special circumstances of our middle 

school. Since our middle school is designed to have grades 5 and 6 separate from grades 7 and 8 

on different floors of the building, the MDH allowed the district to treat the building as two separate 

schools. This was allowed under the condition that precautions are taken to maintain separation of 

the students between the two floors during the school day. This permission allowed us to bring back 

these grade levels at the same time due to the special design considerations of the middle school 

building. 

 

At the high school, we were also required to phase in grade levels. After review of student data, our 

high school leadership opted to return 9th and 12th grade during the first two week transition period. 

The decision to return 9th grade was based on data regarding 9th grade success rates. The transition 

to high school at the 9th grade is well known in education as one of the most difficult transitions 

students make in their academic career. This coupled with the shifts in learning model throughout 

the year adds to the difficulty for students. We are seeing higher than normal failure rates among our 

9th grade population and wanted to ensure they return to in-person learning to provide greater 

support. Our senior class is also under the greatest time constraint to remedy any missing credits 

before graduation this spring. As a result, the 12th grade is being prioritized for return in order to 

provide supports for gaining necessary credits for graduation this year. 

 

Food Service from January 26th through February 5th 

Hot lunch meals will be available for pick up each day in the main entrance of Washington, Churchill 

and the Middle School from 11:00-12:00, and the High School from 11:00-12:30. We are also 

investigating three distribution sites for meals located throughout the community during this time 

period. More information about distributions sites and times will come in a future message. Families 

will not need to order in advance to pick up a meal at the school entrance or the distribution site. 

 

Distance Learning- 

Beginning January 18th, families who opted for the year long distance learning option can order 

meals for the next week by calling (218) 878-3079 or ordering online at the following 

website http://www.paypams.com/. Orders for the week must be placed by noon on Wednesday of the 

previous week. The first date for meal pick up will be January 27th. Weekly meal orders will be 

http://www.paypams.com/


available for pick up on the following Wednesday from the hours of 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 

2:30 p.m. at Door 17 of Cloquet High School. Door 17 is located on the north side and the door 

number is clearly indicated on the exterior of the building.  The menu can be found on the district 

website www.isd94.org 

 

Hybrid Learning- 

Meals for students in the hybrid model may be picked up at the end of the day as they leave school 

for the days they will not be attending in person.  Students may sign up to receive meals for pick up 

by ordering before 9:00 AM the morning they attend school. The order process is run through a 

Google Doc posted in Schoology each morning by school site. Staff will help guide students in 

navigating this ordering process when students are in attendance. 

 

Thank you, 

Cloquet Public Schools 

 

http://www.isd94.org/

